What is Farmzie?
What is Farmzie?
Farmzie is a new approach to the current food system with a belief that farmers markets are an
underutilized key to building an interconnected food system. Farmzie is the combination of
eight years of design and development, resulting in an elegant solution to a complex problem.
Farmzie uses a multi-faceted approach which includes a software piece for each moving part of
the food system. Farms, markets, and distributors are all moving parts, and when they are
connected together using Farmzie the result is a miniature food system. Each miniature food
system works with the next, building an interconnected web of local producers, farmers
markets, and distribution.
Farmzie is bigger than you or I; Farmzie is a movement which is poised to reinvent the 100 year
old food system in a way that puts local producers and those who work with them in a position
which enables them to compete with the current industrialized food system. Farmzie isn't just
an app or a piece of software, Farmzie is a food system.
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Textiles to Farming
Pioneering the Online Farmers Market in 2008
In 2008 we built the ﬁrst Online Farmers Market in the world, called the Farmers Fresh Market.
The system became a success and as a result created over 300 new farms and transacted with
over 3000 customers, including consumers and chefs. Our work led us to win the Encore
Purpose Prize and the Hewlett Packard Hackborn Award for Use of Technology in Social
Innovation.

From Textiles to Farming
Building the Farmers Fresh Market was more than designing software; it involved the creation
of a social and economic model to re-tool unemployed workers in rural counties and connect
them to urban markets. We started by conducting a land use study in Rutherford County,
North Carolina and found that many unemployed people were sitting on an acre or more of
land. In previous generations, their family members had been farmers but with the arrival of
textiles they converted to working in mills. When textiles went abroad in the late 90’s, they were
left unemployed and unfamiliar with farming techniques. We then held growing schools and
paid expert gardeners, such as Tony Cleese, to teach these individuals and families how to turn
their land into a proﬁtable farm. Rutherford County quickly went from four farms to over forty,
and an excess of produce was available. We identiﬁed urban markets, such as Charlotte, North
Carolina. but we needed a way to convey our real-time inventory to chefs such as Jean-Pierre
Marechal, who operated Savannah Red and later won the James Beard award for his use of our
produce. Thus, the Farmers Fresh Market software was born, but it didn't stop there.
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Connecting Chefs to Farms

Thus, the Farmers Fresh Market software was born, but it didn’t
stop there.
Our farms didn't have computers or internet, so with the help of the State of North Carolina we
held a F.A.C.T course (Farmers Adopting Computer Technology.) After several hours of
computer training and completion of the course, each farm was gifted a refurbished computer.
The next step was to connect them to the internet. However, as we were in the rural Foothills
of the state, broadband was scarce and costly. Thinking creatively, we partnered with Pangaea,
a non-proﬁt ﬁber and broadband provider, and then installed wireless antennas on top of
water towers to beam internet to farms. The Farmers Fresh Market software and model was a
great success, but it was ﬁlled with hurdles and some mistakes, as any ﬁrst attempt at
innovation usually is. We have taken these lessons, and coupled it with new technology and a
new model to bring you Farmzie - and it’s quite impressive.
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Core Values
Farmzie is a socially responsible company looking to make a
global impact through a movement which promotes local
food and reshapes the current industrial food system. We're
here to battle world hunger and we need your help.
Full Transparency
We promise to always provide full transparency (to the best of our ability) about who
grows your food, how they grew it, where it came from, who handled it, and where the
money went.
Farmers keep 100% of their sale price
We promise to give farmers 100% of their sale price and we take it one step further by
covering their transaction costs.
Always 100% free for farmers
We promise to always have a free version of Farmzie accessible to farmers and
producers around the world.
Socially Responsible
We promise to act socially responsible and for the greater good of all while promoting
small farm sustainability.
Respect your privacy
We promise to respect your privacy now and in the future. We promise to never spam
you or sell your information to an outside party.
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What’s the catch?
How is Farmzie free?
Farmzie was built on the principle of bringing small farms and those involved in local fresh food
together, so that they can become stronger. Farmzie does not charge farms, producers,
farmers markets, or distributors. Instead we collect revenue in other ways, such as our
customer convenience fee. Farmzie will always oﬀer a free version for farms and will
grandfather any early partners for life. We hope you'll share Farmzie with others so we can
become strong together.
In short, your customer will pay a 5% convenience fee (plus 30c) on credit card transactions
and no fee for cash sales. 3% + 30c of that goes to covering your transaction costs. You will not
pay any additional credit card or processing fee.
Breakdown: On a $10 order a customer is charged $10.80, you keep $10, processing takes 3%
+ 30c, and Farmzie keeps 20c.
We know you'll agree that this fee is extremely low, especially for the service we provide.
However, we are going for millions of farms and organizations just like you, not just here in the
United States, but around the globe.

We hope you'll support us on this mission to change the way the
world looks at food. Together, we can battle world hunger, spread
local fresh food and the education that goes with it.
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How does it work?

Think of Farmzie as the cog in the center of many moving parts - a connector that helps each
unit of the Food System interact and work together as eﬃciently as possible. Farmzie works by
providing these 'moving parts' with a usable software component. Each software component
works with the next, resulting in all the parts being connected together. Food systems are
complex; this is why it took us eight years to build the methodology and systems capable of
creating a new "connected" food system. The great thing is that you don't have to understand
all the inner workings in order to start using Farmzie; you just need to understand the basics of
how your part works and focus on operating your organization.

Farmzie is currently broken up into three main parts:
• Farms and Vendors use the easy-to-use Farmzie mobile app
• Farmers Markets use the Farmzie Online Market software
• Distributors use the Farmzie Hub Software
For more information on each part, including a full list of features, keep reading.
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Farmzie Workshops and
Speaker Opportunities
Are you looking for an energizing speaker?
Would you like Farmzie to hold a workshop for your farms, chefs, or organization? Perhaps
you're holding an event and need a speaker or keynote address. If it's a good ﬁt, Farmzie may
help you organize your workshop or send a representative to address your audience. For
those looking for a keynote speaker, we have several people who have the unique experience
and topics to make your event one which is talked about for years to come.
Examples include:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Future of Farming
Future of Marketing
Future of Food Systems and Interconnected Food Systems
Technology and Farming
Battling World Hunger
Teaching Africans and Fijians how to farm
Food Waste Redistribution
Green Cities with Urban Land Use
Connecting Food to Underserved Communities

Let’s make your event unforgettable.
Farmzie may require a speaking fee, travel, and lodging expenses. In some cases, fees may be
waived. Please contact us for more information by visiting:
http://about.farmzie.com/contact
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Contact & Support
Farmzie is here to help you every step of the way.
To contact us please use one of the methods below:
Best way: Submit an inquiry through our web site:
http://about.farmzie.com/support
Email us at: info@farmzie.com
Call us at: (877) 804-FARM (3276)
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